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Westmoreland county, birthplace of Lee, and the ancestral home of

all the Virginia Lees.

BY CHARLES MARSHALL GRAVES,

General I, E, Lea had, in the co
onf his 1ife, no less than six distinet
homes In Virginfa. It
]amont among Virginians (hat 50 many
of thn Htote's splendid old manors
are destroyed by fira or go to o sorrowful
decay  from neglect, and
it Is elngular endygh ang dear to
the heprt of the antiquarian that every
nouse in Virginia which General T.eo
occupled as his realdencs, with poski-
bly a single exceptlon, is standing to-
diny,

They are "Stratford,” in Westmoreland
county, piaca of his birth: “Arling
ECEne his marriaga and for
years home of his happy 1
No, East Franklin Btre
mond, tha war residencs;
Powhatan county, the humble little «
tages to which he fied for rest pnd
cuperation for the only few
of lalsure in his whole 1ife,
the president’'s houas at Weshlngton
and Lea Unlversity, whleh he occupled

e fow days moare than five veara, and in
which he dled. The homn pmitted is

that In Alexondrin. I do not
whether elther of the two houges the
famlly ocupied thers s stlil In exist-
enie,

is & common

sheer $0

on,

of

“Darw

-
months
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Sturdy Old Stratford.

No place In Virginiia could hardly ba
guite g0 ramote as "Strutford,” the stnto-
Iy and ancient parental roof of all the
Virginin Lees.. The house, bullt In
the phapa of the letter H, rtands on
» pleturesque biuff which rises on the
south slde of the Potomac River. The
first Stratford, bulit by Richard Lee,
the first of the famlly to come to Vir-
zinia, was burned In the time of his
gon, Thomas Tes, enrly [n the eligh-
teenth century., Col. Lee, a moember of
the King's Council at Willlamsburg,
was onn of the most popular men of
his day, and wherever the news of the
fire wias spread, generous hands were
ready to glve nld In the rebullding.
No less a person than Quean Anne,
Lis gracious govercign, sent n glift of
royal proportions, The regult was that
the second “Stratfqrd,” that in which
General Lee first gaw the light o co
tury ago, and which, though consldern-
bly battersd, Is stlll bravely defying
the ravages of tlme, was far more
masslve and prefentlous than its pre-
decessor,

The cost of the houss Is estimated by
historlans at $50,000, and as much of
the manual labor In {ts construction
wis done by slaves, the far groeater
ortlon of the sum, which was princely
n that day, was expended for English
bricks, hanni carved mouldings, mahog-

O e
furniture nnd costly decorations.
nol seen now nutslde
They are threa fest

i

nturins of wind and
it 1ipon them in valn,
:l up ta the deor which

In the Brave Old Days.

In the '8 of the Lees, and espes
clally of “Lighthorse Harry" of the
I‘ .n] ition, thls nnclant door swung
open at the touch of every hand. Oay

the day bright faces merry
ter, mus! dance—to suc

of the ‘
scenes sven the heavy
h their dchoes,
‘ooke, In hi4 life of Lee,
raws this happy pleture of Stratford,
which ¢ Iikes to dwall upon.
“Har

John Eston (

ing ! n r
hos '-l‘n‘i In n'\rh ne rrﬂlm.
HOmE of the family had dis-

4 himself, and attracted
st company® to ‘Stratford'
old walls had rung with merri-
1, the grent deor was wida
an, averybody was walcome, and
ono could gea there a good {1lustra-
tion of o jong pasgsd manner of
living, which had the merit of
being hmrt}‘ open-handed and

ploturesque.”

ur

rhcv gay  but wholesomo 1lfe at
: rol Tes wns Lo know per- |
Httle: but who  ean |
Influende of the beloved
ald fumily hisne cpon o
man's charpeter,  The lome of o man,
the home of his fathers, and his kine
people, I8 very dear to him ana
traditlons saer General Leo
tainly loved ‘-tr.l'!'urrl very tende
5 ‘\‘n 1 n]u old man he wrote thus to
) ung ady who (13
R TR ho made a sketch of
“T have JHL recaived from Fieli-
mond the twao photographic coples
of  wvour paintlps of  ‘Stratforad,!
Your ploture vividly racalls scency

I,irthpllu o, t

Its |

6f my enrl ricollectione  and
J_:m:[n[t'-l-_ll. it Though unseen for
years, every feature of The house

is famillar to me,"

Always “Robert” to Him.
When Robert was four years old, Gen-
eral Harry Lea took his famlly to Al-
exundria to reside, very probably’ for the
purposa of affording his echildren hatter

lueational advanlages than could be ge-
1 M tha country. And so General
M0, was destined to grow to manhood
mmost seithin sight of the beautiful
Home of Muary Custls, The familles were
Intimate, and young Loa Wwig o frequent
visitor at Arlington, 1t was during hh'
Bchool days at Alexandria that Genernl
Les Lécame the molnstay, inttmate COom-

panion and comfort of Ills mother, It 1:'
an Interesting fact that during the Lee
realde: In Alexandria, ths rector ot

Fplscopal Church there was young |
Willinm Meads, afterwnrds bishop of the
Dipcose of Virginle.  Fla It was who
tanght T.es his eatechism, and when dy-
ing, ealied General Tea to him and said;
“Robert, T cannot eall you ‘general’
taught you your eatechlsm ton often.
Lea became tha master of Arlington

! lington,

jat Mt. Vernon was broken up,

{: I); Gohm::n -Iﬁl l

m HISTORIC VIRGINIA HOMES OF GENERAL R. E. LEE, ALL OF WHICH
ARE STANDING TO-DAY, THOUGH NOT OWNED BY THE LEE FAMILY'

i
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President's house, Washington and Lee University, which General Lee occupled during flve years of his presidency of

Arlington, which came Iinto General Lee's possession through his marriage with Miss Mary Cnstln. daughter of George
Washington Parke Custls, adopted son of General Washington and grandson of Martha Washington.

that Institution, and In which he died,

L L((-—;:“'r\*

{1Derwent,' Powhatan county, thsa humble cottages on Mrs. Elizabath Randolph
Cocke's estate, where General L.ee sought rest after the war, There ars
anly two negatives of this house in existence, and this Is the first
time a pleture of it has ever appeared In any news-
paper. L& Is now occupled by negroes.
C i ——
i

CAPTAIN GORDON McCABE’S
TRIBUTE TO GENERA:. LEE

'mr't had ordared down Pegrars and ovén
v the light batteries of Brander anil
l‘ Hett were rattling through the town ab
o sharp trof, with eannoneers mounted,
the awaaet, serane face of thely boy-

Lee After Second Battle Battle of
J Cold Harbor, June 3d, 1864.

(Whera Grant hnd met such a bloody
repulss that his troops refuzed to obey |
| his orders to asanult agnin.)
“Such wns the retrospect of this thirty |

| days’ campalgn to Les, a3 ho sat in Nis |
simpla tent, pltehed upon the very ground |
whenece, but two years befors, with posi- |

| coionel Ht up with that glow which ta
Iifs men meant hotly-impending fghts"

Lt:'c

the Ideal Christian Knight.

i tlons Teversed, he hod driven MeClellan oE to renew old 'tidy
in rout and dizaster to the Jemes; and 5”1‘- to do honar to the mein-
though Lea, the man, was modest, he was » dend, to dlscuss  tho great
but mortal, and Lens, the soldier, could whileh they shared.
but bn consclous of his own genius: and, nat shall they do ns becomes Hrava

having proved the matchless temper of | :.'\'Ilh nn bitternoss

the blada which Providence, or Destiny,

men
ing nzal

. 1o hootless rall-

practlcally from his marriage with Mary
Anne Randelph Custis, only daughter of
Grorge Washington Parke Custis, which
ocourred June 30, 150, two Yyears after
hls graduation at west Point. Thera
was then no placa In America liko Ar-
Georga Wash!lngton Parke Cus-
tie was the grandson of Martha Wash-
Ington and tha adopted son of Washing-
ton himself, and he had !nherited all the
Washington plate, portroits and pletures
of svery kind, when tha family resldenco
and all
these, with Martha Washington's dresses
and all the precious personal relles of
the *“Father of his Country,' wers at
Arlington, thes priceless possesaion of
Lisutenant R. E. Lee's bride,

Night of the Wedding.

Arlington has thus been déscribod as
it appearsd on the night of Goneral Lee's
wedding:

“Tho stately assemblage never held
n happier assamblage; its brpad por-
tee and widespread wings held out
open arms, oz It were, to welcome
the coming guests, TIts simple Dorle
columns  groced  domestic comforts
with o classic nir. 1ts halls and cham-
bers wera adorned with the potriots
and heroes, and with {llustrations and

relics of the great Revolution. and of
the Father of his Country. Without
anil  within  history and tradition

seamml to breathe thelr legends upon a
canvas as soft as o dream of peace.'
Genernl Lee lved thers thirty yenrs,

and there all his children were born.
FEarly in 181, when the war cloud final-

Iy burst with the secession of Virginia,

General Les found it necessary to move

hls famlly from Arlington to the White

Housn, another homa of Mra. Lee, on

WOLSELEY’S TRIBUTE
TO GENERAL LEE

Fleld Marshal Viscount Wolsaley, of
the Britlsh Army, whe was an cbserver
with Lee's army during several cam-
palgns, wrote of the great commander:

Y“Every Incldent In my visit to Gen-
eral Lee s [ndelibly stamped‘ on my
memory, | have taken no special trou-
ble to remember all he sald to me then
and durlng subsequent conversations,
and yet It is stlll fresh In my recollec-
tion, But It Is natural it should be 50,
for he was the ablest general, and to
me seemed tha greatest man | ever
conversed with; and yet | have had the
privilege of meeting Ven Moltke and
Prince Blsmarck, and at least upon
one occasion had a very long and In-
tensely interesting conversation with
the latter. General Lee ‘was one of tha
few men who ever serlously Impressed
and awesd me with thelr natural, thsir
Inherent greatness. Forty years have
come and gone since our meeting, yet
the majesty of hls manly bearing, the
genlal, winning grace, the aweetness
of his smlle and the Impressive dignity
of his old-fashioned style of address
come back to me among the most cher-
{shed of my recollections. His great-
nesg made me humble, and [ never felt
my own Indlvidual Insignificance more
keenly than | did In his preaence. His
v/as a beautiful character, and of him
it might truthfully be wwitten: ‘In
righteousness he did Judge and make
war!

the Pamunkey Rlver. But the resid
here was spoon disturbed by '\-.[c(‘]elln.nr-
forces, and the famlly cama within the
lines of Rlchmond's defenses, and finally
towards the clogs of the war to No.
707 Hast Franklln Btreet, now thea home
of the Virginia Historlcal Saclety.
Arlington was presently in the posses-

GENERAL LEE ON TRAVELER

THIS ILLUSTH!‘\TIOQI 1S FROM A PHOTOGRARH BY MILEY, THE ONLY ONE EVER TAKEN, OF GENERJ‘\I— LEE

MOUNTED ON HIS FAVOFHTE HORSE.

sion of Northern soldlers, and was not fi-
nally restred to the Lee family until after
General Lee's death. Much of the family
plate and many of tha paintlngs from
Arlington are now in the possesslon ot
Genernl G. W, C. Les, at Ravenswaod,
but I believa not all of thea Washington

Tha offer, dellcately and gracefully made,

wns grictefully accopt
acoomistuled by Al

daughters, Mlsses Agnes and Mildred, left
Riechmond fust befors sunset of a day
near tha apd of Juna,

Siept Under the Skies.

Tha Journey was mides by horse-packet

on tha James River

Enmund Randolph Cocke, in n recant let-
ter to . B, Leo, Genoral Lee's son, FRYs
that the boat eaptain had the most com-

fortable bed put up
could command, and
General Lea,
ELrong.
under the open sky,

military eloak thrown ever him.
Captaln Cocke concludes that this was
tha great soldier's last nlght's sleep with-

out a roof to shelter
They left the bomt

sunrige the next morning,

panied by Captain
Custis  Lee,

on the same estate,
in Powhatan county.
“Deprwent’ Is not o
sapsa of thae word,
the ground floor. It
of ona Toom width,
through the mlddle,
an each floor.

fortable littlo housa

belomging to Mr. Thomas Cocke,
and thera Is a houss

fains four rooms,
in the ward which,
glva us another.

But tha soldler habit was
Ho preferrod to slesp on deck

wore driven to
Mrs, Cocke's home, In Cumberiend.
the Leas remained a week, honored guests
of AMrs. Cocke, heforp taking nup
resldency nt “Derwent,” two miles away,

with every

Genoral Lea
soon after golng there to his son, Captain
Robert E. Lee, author of ‘"Hecollectlons
and ILetters of Genernl K. H, Lee':
aro all well and cslabllshed in # com-

Only your mother, Agnes
and Mildred, are with ug'

The housa s in an excallant staia of
preservtlon ang the grove of oaks which

or enll It what you will, had placed ‘within
Niis hands, we may bhe surc that his
heart was stirred with high hopes of Lis
country's dellverance, and that through
theay hopes his pliant genlus was in-
spired to dlscern In each new difficulty

perately and with chastened pride,

ing Rgenerous ree
virtues of the
fellow eltizens of a com:
slinll the decorum of h
and error be not perpe
comrades,

ed, and General Lee,

re. Lea and thelr tory

Tt

but fresh device, [ eIt s u duty, which | we

“And his veterans, of confirmed hardi- | owe otr own o self-reapect amd  man-

hood, wntching the graclous serenity of | hood, which we ows to our thilidren,

that noble face, consclous of the sama | Which we gwe to our leader, whoso

warllke virtuea which made him dear to | fame shall. shine with added lustee,

Canal, and Captain | them, caught up and refiectod this conil- | when the trus neture of his diffticol-
tiea ‘ahnll be lald baro—when [t sHall

denca, remembering that he had declareq

to them In peneral orders after Spotsyl- | e mada clear tooall, ta what mensurn

vanln: Tt Is i your power. undar dad Lee, the Soldier, stgod in the shade af
3 ' 2 1 )

that night that he ' to defeat ths Iast affort of the enemy, l:.‘:'l‘l“ﬁ,i.‘f_d ;:?Lt:‘i‘oit}lc :,b'l.“h ‘::,.lm EALEIg
this was offereq "o establish the Independenca of your lmlnn] “Yot of this. ara wo ro, that his

Iand, and earn the Insting love nnd gratl.
and the n|1-||
|

s a fame which malice connot lnul:h.
shich florld paregyrie eannot Injure——
fame whech may well awalt the va

tuda of your countrymen

and dkl s, with his | miration of munnkind,’"

“Les, informed of the disaster nt 610 gioc of that time of which his ablest

A, M., bhad bldden his  nide, Colonel forcigu critle speaks with such pro-

Charles Vennble, to ride quickly to the phetle confiden~a: ‘When Ilistory, with

el r!g;ﬂ of the army ard }wlns: up two bri- glear volee, shall recount the dedds
gndes of Anderson’s old divislon, com- dons on elther side, nnd ths cltizena

at Pemberton Eb“”" manded by Mahone, for time was too pre- of the whole do .]\l::ti't“J to - tlia

and, accom-

Unon
Cocke und General 1

clous to observe military etiquette and  jpemorles of the d, and plaoca above

o + | send the orders through Hill. Shortly af- 511 others the name of him who, in
Oaldand,” | ter the gencral-in-chief reached the front strategy mighty, In bettls  terrible, . in
Here | i peraon, and all men tobk heart when gdversity, as In prosperity, o hero in-

they descried the grave and gracious face,
and 'Traveler' stepping proudly, ns {f
conscfous that he bora upon his back
tha walght of a nation. Beauregard was
already at the Ges Houss, o command-
cottaga in ¢he usual | 108 position, B yarda In rear of the
A room on | Crater, and IHI had znlloped to  the
18 two stortes high, | Fight to organize an attacking column,

with a hall 'I?'ll['l[l“]g e TP T T S, T T TR

Eiving t'\\'o TOOMA | ghaded the house and
wrote of at ovcupnants, shades it now.

In the Deep Recesses,

Tha Plicy ia now most difficult of ac-
cesg, and after careful inquiry, T find that
no photographs or skoetches hava ever
been token of the house and grove, save
two exposurss I made on a trip thera
some months agoe constltuting, as I am
convinesd, tha only representotions In ex-
iatenca of a historic landmark of uncom-
mon and pathetle intearest. Ona of the
photographs 15 reprodiuced In the accom-

deed, with the simple devotlon to duty
and the rare purity of the ideal CF
tinn  knight, joined all tho Kligly
qualities of a leaxder of men.'' vinh s

{Captain W. Gordon McCaba hefora
the Association of the Army of North'-
Virginin, [n the Capltol, Itl\hhlum.l.
November 1, 1876.)

thelr

but ancrosg tha line

ity dlstinguished panying eut. Tha housae (s now -occupied
by o negro family, the children of which
anxioug to “get In' the pleture,
(fenernl Lea was p resident’ of "D_-eh
went'' from June until October, sntering
upon his duties ns president of the “’Amh-
in\:tun College October 1, 1865
The FPreaident's honse ||.' Lexington wmi
soon made ready for him, and this ha-
came hls home for the remaining five
years of his life. TIts broad, sloping lawn
and cool verandas becama very dear to
him—u place of retrent and yest untl the
end. Ny

We

In a grove of onks
It cou-

when fltted up, will

iy

memorials which belonged ‘to Mrs, Lea
have ever been given up by the natiomol
movernment,

Of the Richmong residence of Gensral
Lea I need not speak, ns another article
bearing directly upon the Lee memorlals
in this city appears elsewhere in this sag-
tomn

Lonely Cottage Home.

1 come now to o polnt in General
Tee's lita whilh hns been oftan over-
looked. Many people, otherwise qulte
famillap with Lee's career, have lost
sight of or never known, the Interaat-
Ing faet that for samg months  after
Lthe war, hip Ived in o lohallty even ng re-
mote ag Stratford, and that hé sought 1t
apparently, wiih the purpose of passing
thers the remainder of his doys; cortainly
At least ns a place of voast, and as afford-
ing a refugs from thp outslde world.

Ag #oon ow It owos known that General
T.ee hed returned from Appomattox. hun-
dreds called on him, Mothers wlshed to
asle aiboub thelp sons who had not yet
returngd, and  some,  SICANEers  even,
hrought him food, hearing a falsas report
that his fomily was In extreme want,
It wad impossible for him Lo gét the
Fauiet Bere that aflter four yeara of tho
heavy hupden of war was abzolutely
necesgspry, Hea wios plso anxlous (o got
Mra,. Lee. now o confirmed Invalld, Cout
of the clty for thy snmmer monthe, He
gild In o letter to Genernl Long:

“T am looking for some ltile quist
homie ip the woods where I can procure
shelter antd ny Iy food, ' If parmitted
by the wlotor, 1 wisii to get Mprs, Lun
out of the clty s seon s prictles).*

About this time Mrs rabeth Rundolph
Coclee, o grunddisughter of Edmund Rin-
dolph, Washington's attorney-genepil, of-
ferad Genernl  Les oy nearly  what e
wnbed s 0t owas possiblis oo fingd. Bhe
Dt an her golundbl gstate Ine Clumier-
land eounty, Afty milles up the Jitmes
Tlver Vallew feam Blehimond, & amall un-
peetipled ‘cottage known ne MDerwant

CHAPEL AT WAS

WHERE GENERAL LEE IS BURIED

HIMGTON

HIPED WHILE LIVING IN

AND LEE UNIVERSITY, IN WHICH GENERAL LEE
; LEXINGTAM.

I i [}

WORS

v At is meet that with each recuk-

Ingt tha mallea of fortune, but tem-
vlold-
wognitlon of the soldleris
olidl ndversaries, now thelir

ba preserved

*.
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